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SUBJ: CSCE: POTENTIAL LEGAL PROBLEMS 

REF: STATE 0241 19 NOTAL 

1 . WE USED REPEL INSTRUCTIONS AT NATO DELEGATION 

HEADS CAUCUS PEBRUARY 6. CAUCUS WAS PLEASED AND RELIEVED 
BY US POSITION. 

2. ITALIAN REP NOTED THAT SEVERAL DELEGATIONS 
(US, CANADA, FRG) HAD IN RECENT WEEKS ALLUDED TO 
PROBLEMS OP COMPTETENCE OP CENTRAL GOVERNMENTS IN 
RELATION TO SPECIFIC ISSUES IN BASKET III. WHILE 
SPECIPIC PROBLEMS WERE DIPFERENT IN EACH CASE, THE 
RAISED OVERALL QUESTION OF COMMITMENT TO IMPLEMENT 
BASKET III. ITALIAN REP THOUGHT IT WAS MOST IMPORTANT 
THAT NO REPEAT NO OVERALL CAVEAT BE INCLUDED IN PINAL 
CSCE DOCUMENTS THEMSELVES, SINCE THIS WOULD CREAT MAJOR 
LOOPHOLE POR SOVIETS TO AVOID IMPLEMENTING BASKET III 
AGREEMENTS. ITALIAN VIEW WAS THAT UNILATERAL INTERPRETIVE 
STATEMENTS, (MENTIONED AS A POSSIBILITY IN REETEL) 
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IN FINAL DOCUMENTS, BUT EVEN THIS SOLUTION WOULD 
POSE DIEFIUCLT PROBLEMS. 

3. IT WAS AGREED THAT NATO DEL HEADS WOULD HOLD 

EURTHER DISCUSSION OE THIS OVERALL PROBLEM, 

PARTICULARLY AS IT RELATES TO WORDING OF FINAL ACT, AT 
REGULAR CAUCUS MEETING NEXT THURSDAY, EEB 13. 
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